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> body of our Lord yas, stolen by hi 
ciples, ought. to attempt to shew that the part 


to prove this, for the authors of the 


dur Saviour's actions before his de 
have undertaken, for the aupport of 
fraud, a continuation of his up 
nw 190 — | wage they 


SELF 


A® 


Vt + £444 Fy « 
+3 $A - Ye S 


* 


pereons· of each opinion, that it might be com- 
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pared with what + is ine recorded of our 
Lord's character a and conduct. 
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Now, from such a com parison of hoes facts, 1 
and from an examination of the narrative, I 
think we may deduce a new proof of the truth 
of the resurrection of our Lord. 

A forgery of this kind must have been a 
most difficult, I think an impossible r ger 8 
if the fads had not taken place. 

5 W hel led by the recurrence of the 
season, to examine this account of bur Lord's 
intetcourse with his disciples -after his resur- 
recti and, in humble imitation of the author 
of the Horæ Pauline, to attempt to discover 
those minute and delicate circumstances , which 
distinguish à true narrative from a false one; 
and 1 think I have found a s many as 80 short 
a relation might be expeRted to contain, and 
as many (although even ohe striking incident 
might suffice, and no one has determined the 
number of them nedesbary to eonztitute au- 
tbentieity) as re d tend to establich its ere. 
dibility. - In 16443 ef! illi 0 11 589. 70 21079 


it be one, it must be of ene ; 
charafter of our 3 before his eee 
resurrection, could not have been pre- 

served but by a-disciple; (and I think not even 

by him) or by a . neee 


| tended his teaching. 26401992 de el 
Tue detail of * eee (mt ipgens 
after the resurrect 
not separate "the. two (qty an l by e 
the insertion of those eee 
author of a forgery would have omitted und 
the manner, in which the character of Jesus is 
sustained after his resurrection nn 
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44120." 
he Was about to ale). Touch amt mot, but 
Reach hither thy finger, and behold 207 
* band; ep aps hand, and thrust 
e it: ir my side. 10 151816110 
I might be 1 it 
is aa en —— 8 


pls, * 2 We ane seen the Lande Bu weiare; 


ied that; our Lard-appearediithe;.second 


tine, © after eight days.” During this time it 


viaur with the. 8tubborn doubts of; their com. 
Danion. Such guppositions of fats, which are 
not mentioned, have noſother limits than those 
of the imaginatianiohthe-objeQoric I could⸗ 
reply witihqueries,;cquially .epecious;ahd of. as 
difficult gohatien::! But there it ane great rea 


Sn, they shauld nat inſorm our Saviour 


evemlif dhe had the: opportunity. Thomas, 


diaposition, expressed his acruples th most 
powerfu};rtevinie; but in reality his donbts 
were not stronger of fort: singular thay their 


own, 


t 5 „ 
own, for they hid mutually: Sidelieved the 
testimony of each other. « Now, when Jesus 
„was risen early the first day of the week, 
« he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out 
« of whom he had cast seven devils, and he 
« went and told them that had been with 
* him; as they mourned and wept; and they, 
_ « when'they had heard that he was alive, and 
nad been seen of her, believed not.“ 
After that he appeared in another form - 
" "NEE of them ebe walked and went 
« unto thie _— neither Nannen a 
| The #pecification then of f eight days” was 
apparently designed to &hew” that Jesus had 
no intereourse with his disciples during that 
interval, and that he erhibited, in his speech 
to Thomas, his peculiar power of diacerning 
the thoughts.” I have not, however, contended. 
$6 long for this mstaiice of that power because 
it ic the only one: Another of the same kind 
is preserved, and a very remarkable one; 
[Luke "xiv. 37, 98, 39:]' © And as they thus 
„ e ce spake, 
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61 apake, l himself stood in the midst of 
them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto 
you. But they were terrified and affrighted, 
«and supposed that they had seen a spirit, 
And he said unto them, Why are ye trou- 
© bled, and why do thoughts arise in your 
< hearts? : Behold my hands and my feet, 
< that it is I myself. Handle me, and see, 
a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see 
„me have.“ This faculty of discovering the 
8 secrets of the heart was acknowledged by his 
disciples before his death to be one great proof 
of his divide original. When they were reason- 
ing amongst themselves respecting the mean- 
ing of the saying, * A little while and ye shall 
see me; and again, a little while and ye shall 
* not see me, because 1 go to the Father: and 
were surmising, What is this that he saith, 
* a little while, we cannot tell what he saith. 
5 : Now! Jesus knew that they were desirous to 
« ask him, and said unto them, Do ye enquire 
$ amongst yourselves of that I said? and when 
he had explained his meaning more fully, 
| he 


} 
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he said, 4 came forth from the Father, and 
« am come into the world; again J leave the 
« world, and go to the Father.“ His disciples 
said unto him, © Lo! now thou speakest plain- 
cc ly, and speakest no proverb. Now we are 
« gure that thou knowest all things, and need- 
« est not that any man should ask thee.“ „By 
« this,” by this power of knowing the heart, 
ny we know that thou camest forth from God.” 
The disciples might indeed have detected the 
pretensions of an impostor by the want of this 
extraordinary power. The same circumstance 
then must have influenced their belief aſter N 
his resurrection as powerfully as it did before 
his death, and have convinced them that it 
was their Lord and their God. I omit the 
other incident, that the same person bore in 
his body the marks of a late crucifixion. | 5 
It is a strong presumption, I acknowledge, 
that my interpretation of these passages is 
wrong, because it differs from that of the able 
and distinguished .eu of the ere eee, 


| *The It extent Mr. ence, 5 — 9 
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But let us consider his remarks: Obserre 
< well the conduct of Thomas upon this occa- 
gion; he saw enough to convince him of all 
he wanted to know: he saw the wounds, he 
* saw that it was his crucified Master“ en 
fu Thomas: answered and said to kim, © My 
Lord and my God [p. 65.] These wards, I 
agree with Mr. Hawrz Rx, are [p. 66. J “ in ac- 
Kknowledgment that the person to whom he 
addresses himself is the Son of Man, invested 
with all power in heaven and in earth, and 
they axe in attestation of his divinity, and that 
* he.is the don of God: Ip. 70.} Again our 
Lord says ta Thomas, Because thou hast seen 
_ me thou hast believed. Ton The words thou 
« hast believed, do not win,” as some haye ima- 
„ gined, to a faith in the resurreQion,,.but to 
* a faith in the diyine person of our Lord, of 
which, as there could not then be any gensi- 
© ble evidence, so cguld it only be an object of 
% faith.” I confess that it a pears to me, that 
th tquimany of be wounds du eur Lox 2 
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duce some effect; because, no doubt, he who 
could rise again from the dead, could have tizen | 

without them. The remarkable address of 

Thomas may bear no relation to the erer 

only of our Lord, but proves (to my conviction) 
the identity of his d nature after his, resurrec- 
tion, that he still retained. the nature of the 

Son of Man, bearing the marks of his human 

and unglorified condition; but at the same time 
shewing one of the distinguishing | attributes 

of the Father, to whom he was going—the 
knowledge of the secrets of the heart. The 
Psalmist 'exclaims, If we have forgotten the 
name of our God, or stretched out our hands 

* to any strange god, shall not he search it out? 
” for he knoweth the secrets of the heart.” 
And again more emphatically in the book of 
Samuel I. d Wi. N 7. < ihe: Lord seeth not as 
man seeth, for man looketh on the outward 

* appearance, but the Lord looketh on the 
< heart.” And again conclusively in a pas- 

sage of the Adds, containing a most irrefraga- 


* of the faith of the dixciples in the 
| revurrettion 5 


E * 


1+. 
resurrection and ascetion of our Lord, and 
a most full acknowledgement of his divinity, 
and an appeal to this very attribute; © and they 
« prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which know- 
* est the hearts of all men, shew whether of 
these two thou hast chosen.” Surely, as the 
words of the other passage to which I have 
referred, No we know that thou' knowest 
« all things, and ne&dest not that any man 
« should ask Thee,” must allude to his anticl- 
pation of their wishes to interrogate him by 
his peculiar power of knowing the heart; so, 
by the plainest grammatical rules, 'by every 
dictate of common sense, the words © By this 
a we believe that thou camest forth from God,” 
must necessarily also allude to this power. 
* You tell us that you came forth from the 
« Father ; we believe you, because you have 
* his power, which no one else hath, of know- 
« ing the thoughts of the heart.” 
II. When our Lord i is said to have © va- 
55 nished” out of the sight of those with whom 


he was conversing, it is not an action feigned 
| g by 


% 


c is ; 
by the relater, a8 it was not Se u. 
after his resurrection. His disciples knew, 
that when they never suspected hint of pos- 
sessing the nature of a spirit, he was thrust 
e out of the city by the enraged members of 
0 the synagogue, and was © led unto the brow ; 
_ « of the hill, (whereon their city was: built) 
« that they might cast him down headlong;: - 
« he passed through the midst of them, and 
„went his way.” This likewise 1 with 
the former actions of our Saviour. 7 
III. Another of those infallible proofs, by 
which he shewed himself alive after his 
1 passion,“ is this: * And while they yet be⸗ 
© lieved not for joy, and wondered, He said 
« unto them, Have ye any meat. And they 
gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of a 
* honey-comb, and he took * _ — eat be- 
fore them. ' £5 SEU. 
The eating publickly, to shew that there was . 
no deception of the senses, and that the re- 
storation to life was perfect, was doubtless a 
satisfactory proof even independently of others. 
e But 


* 
But how was it strengthened, when it was the 

same which he vouchsafed to afford of the 
reality of the resurrection of Lazarus, and of 
the daughter 6f Jairus. The appeal to the 
tenses was also publick in the case of Lazarus. 
Thomas was present when that miracle was : 
performed, and heard the sister of Lazarus 
declare, that by this time he was corrupting in 
the grave. Then Jesus, six days before the 
* pas8over, came to Bethany, where Lararus 
was, which had been dead, whom he raised 
from the dead. There they made bim a 
« gupper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was 
one of those that sat at the table with him.“ 
And when the daughter of Jairus became again 
A living soul, Jesus commanded that some- 
thing might be given to her to eat.” | Altho' 
there was not the same publicity in this last 
miracle as in the former, yet the parents would 
doubtless have spredde abroad the rumour of 
the command to give their daughter something 
to eat, when she did not poses the power. 


f But instead of this we read that he parent 


N 


«i hqeelaatentehadi3 i There is, however; more 
particularity in the account 1 dur Saviour 


participation of food; for we are not only in 
fo porn 20 0 Hb its aps on its ene con- 


eben, ) Acrahigni ard? benz! 


IV. The miracle, which Jesus e 
aher his recurrection; is analogous to one which 
he performed before his e and an ob- 
jector might say that one was copied from 
the other. The scene of the two miracles Was 
the same lake, the ship belonged to the same 
person, it was a supernatural draught of ſishes, 
and the sons of Zebedes. were prosent .* This 
last miracle must have recalled nat only the 
former to their minds: but also the person who 
performed it, because it was/'on-that occasion 
that the sons of Zebedee and Peter forsook all, 
and followed him But the account of this 
last miracle is charaQerized' by one of those 
great monks mY: n mM a when 
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Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he 

irt his fisher's:-coat unto him (for he was 
naked) and cast himself into the 888. This 
— zeal, accords with the known 
temper of Peter, and a forgery might haye con- 
tained this incident, (although I think I urge 
[the supposition to its greatest limits) yet we 
;Bhauld not have learnt. from it that: © he girt 
unts his his fisher's cont, for he was naked.” 
V. The message, which the angel, who was 
sitting in the sepulchre, delivered to the wo- 
men, is singular and striking. After he had 
informed them that Jenus was risen, he adds, 
But go.your way, tell his disciples and Peter, 
7 that be goatk before you into Galilee.” 
A fiBitious: history might not have 1 OP 
epic of Petar, if the command had 
come from our Saviour himself: hut it is un- 

expected, though hy no means unnenessary, in 
the place. where it occurs. The mention of 
Peter is too circuitously conveyed. through the 
_ to have bezg g . even of the most 


8 


expert fabrieator of falschood. He would 
have thought it suffitient to have mentioned 
the disciples in general, if at all. That our 
Saviour should leave such a message with the 
angel, the wee nnn n 
never have provided. 
VI. ure Poter our Lon 4 had promied "to 
his own energy. f The a. of this 
promise might have been signified,” as it is by 
the command of feeding his Jambs,. but it 
pathetic question, repeated like his own denial. 
three times, Simon, von of Jonas, lovest thou 
* me?” Could Peter, can we, doubt. that it 
was his and our Lord? The warmth too with 
which Peter replied to the. implied suspicion 
of his- affeQion, is à circumstance too natural 
to have come from the pen of a person who. 
was not present at the conversation. 
VII. The last circumstance which I. chall 
nonjinwc is. this; ahes 8 ths; ae ofthis 
events after the resurrection had been fictiti · 
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dus, the author 3 1 sa- 
tisfied with repeating what had taken place 
before his death; and not have dared to at- 
tempt to exhibit” the same ebnsiste ney in the 
character of dur Saviour in h ordinary con- 
duct aſter the resurrection, much less to have 
taken up the plan of Providente, where it had 
been left at the death of Jesus, and to have 
suppked it by bold suppositions. The diff- 
culty would have been two-fold, to make the 
character of the So of God consistent before 
His death and after his resurrection, to speak 
in such & manner * of the things pertaining to 
«the kingdom of God This statement of 
the fact must force immediate conviction on the 
mind, that chis narrative, in we have been 
examining; is true 1 0 
We have indeed og a few n con- 
cerning our Savivur's intercourse with his dis- 
ciples after his resurrection. But we read 
«that many other signs truly did Jesus in the 
presence of his disciples/which are not writ- 
ce ten "_ this book.” | * restriction « in the 
ap am 


c 21 1 
« pregencs of his dlaciples“ — r the 
5 n | FRO as ne "nt nne to che 


death. The miracle arme, which de is s related 
to have performed after his res a, was 
not in the face of a crowd of spectators, as for- 
merly, but before his disciples only. The 


world was about to receive other teachers, 
whom he was to prepare in various ways for 
that great work, but particularly by affording 
the fullest means of conviction concerning the 
truth of the fact of his resurrection. 


I have addressed to you these observations, 


not so much because I am happy and proud 


in our connection, as because I know that 


the same spirit which animates your teaching, | 


will dispose you to receive, with greater can- 


dour than others, the attempt of any fellow- 
| labourer to establish, in opposition to the 
scoffer of these days, a truth so important, and 


80 necessary to our comfort the foundation 


. of all our hoper—the eamest of our own im- 
” mortality. 
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